To understand the influence of the counting method -Most Probable Number (MPN) and 28 Double Agar Layer (DAL) method-on the number of bacteriophages enumerated we 29 developed a MPN method to count bacteriophage MS2 by performing the DAL into 96-well 30
plates. Briefly, we aliquoted 200ul of 1.5% Tryptone Soya Agar into each one of the 96 wells 31 and refrigerated the plate at 4°C until used. The day of the experiment we combined visibly 32 turbid E. coli in 0.7% Tryptone Soya Agar and poured it into the 96-well plate containing 33
1.5% Tryptone Soya Agar. We let it dry for 5 min and subsequently we added 2ul of the each 34 one of the serial dilutions of the bacteriophage sample in quintuplicate. 35
Results: 36
There was no significant difference in the number of bacteriophage counted using MPN or 37 DAL method for the highest concentration tested, 10 10 virus/cm 3 , (t-test, t(3)=-0.28 , p=0.80). 38
On the contrary, for concentrations of 10 8 and 10 7 virus/cm 3 , the number of bacteriophage 39 counted was significantly higher when the method used was PFU as compared with MPN 40 (t(6)=-13.3 , p<0.001), and (t(5)=-5.1 , p=0.004 ) respectively ( Figure S4) Table 2 , with an alternative reference virus (adenovirus here 59 compared to MS2 in Table 2 ). The alternative reference of adenovirus provides insight into 60 the statistical significance of the difference in transfer between adenovirus and coxsackie, 61 which is otherwise unclear form Table 2 . Additionally, the reference specimen was changed 62 to specimen 3 from specimen 1 to observe statistical significance of differences between 63 specimen 3 and the other specimens. 
